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effort to protect our people against
narcotrafficking and drug abuse, violence and
organized crime.

Second, we must continue to bring the free
economies of the Americas together. Today we
launched comprehensive negotiations for a free-
trade area of the Americas and vowed to make
concrete progress toward that goal by the year
2000, including greater transparency in govern-
ment procurement and banking operations, a
commitment to free trade in cyberspace, and
steps to facilitate business, such as customs co-
ordination.

And as we improve the climate for business
contracts, we know we must also strengthen the
social contract. The civil society committee we
have established is designed to give all the
voices of society the opportunity to be heard
in shaping the new free-trade area of the Amer-
icas. We want more trade and better working
conditions, more growth and a cleaner environ-
ment.

The entrepreneurs of the information age can
prosper in a way that increases opportunities
for all who are willing to work hard. And we
can reap the benefits of economic change and
meet the challenge of climate change.

Finally, we have made it our mission to give
our people the tools they must have to succeed
in the new economy: opening the doors of learn-
ing to all our children; doing more to lift our
people out of poverty, supported by billions of
dollars in new lending commitments for micro-
enterprise and health care from the Inter-Amer-
ican Development Bank and the World Bank.

By the time we meet again, we should resolve
that all our small entrepreneurs, especially our
women, should have access to the loans they
need to get their businesses off the ground;
that poor urban and rural citizens should be
able to gain titles to their property; that we
should eradicate measles from this hemisphere;
and most important, that millions more of our
children will be in school, not on the streets.
We should achieve an 80-percent completion
rate in primary school as we work toward our
goal of 100 percent by the year 2010. Our chil-
dren, after all, will have more to say about the
future we are trying to create than any of the
rest of us.

The people of the Americas, as the President
of Uruguay pointed out to us yesterday, have
launched a profound revolution in the last few
years, a revolution of peace and freedom and
prosperity. Here in Santiago, we embrace our
responsibility to make these historic forces lift
the lives of all our people. That is the future
we can forge together. It is a future worthy
of the new Americas in a new millennium.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:54 p.m. in the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Building. In his re-
marks, he referred to President of the Senate An-
dres Zaldivar, President of the Chamber of Depu-
ties Gutenberg Martinez, and Justice Roberto
Davila, President of the Supreme Court of Chile;
and President Julio Maria Sanguinetti of Uruguay.

Statement on the Anniversary of the Oklahoma City Bombing
April 19, 1998

Three years ago today the people of Okla-
homa City suffered the worst act of terrorism
in our country’s history. It was an attack not
just on the people, a city, a State, a nation,
but on what we stand for, how we govern our-
selves, and the values we live by. During that
time, we have worked to bring to justice those
who were responsible for this crime. And during

that time, all America has stood by the people
of Oklahoma City as they have worked to re-
build their lives. Today, once again, our thoughts
are with the families of the 168 people whose
lives were tragically lost. Their courage and the
resilience of Oklahoma City has shown us all
the full meaning of community.
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